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Tentative Programme

Cancer is one of the leading causes of death worldwide, accounting for approximately 10 million deaths
in 2022. Without urgent action, the global cancer burden is expected to increase significantly in the
coming decades, disproportionately affecting low and middle income countries where access to
diagnosis, treatment and specialized care remains limited. While many forms of cancer are preventable,
detectable at an early stage and treatable, millions of patients continue to face barriers to accessing life-
saving services.

To address these challenges, IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi launched the Rays of Hope
initiative in 2022. Building on the Agency’s more than six decades of experience in supporting Member
States in the peaceful application of nuclear science and technology, Rays of Hope helps countries
expand access to cancer care through a comprehensive approach that includes diagnostic imaging,
radiotherapy, workforce development, quality management, research and innovation. Since its launch,
the initiative has mobilized significant financial and technical support, strengthened national cancer
care systems, delivered essential equipment and training, and established a growing network of Anchor
Centres to promote sustainable cancer care capacity.

The 2026 Scientific Forum aims to: (1) showcase the impact of Rays of Hope and nuclear science and
technology, and identify opportunities to leverage this momentum in the fight against cancer; (2) build
on the achievements of Rays of Hope partnerships to further increase access to essential life-saving
cancer care; and (3) highlight innovative approaches to mobilize resources towards Rays of Hope
and the establishment, expansion and sustainability of radiation medicine services.

The forum will seek to:

* Highlight the role of radiation medicine, including diagnostic imaging, radiotherapy and dosimetry,
in improving cancer outcomes;

* Explore approaches to strengthening national cancer care systems through equipment provision,
planning, workforce development and quality management;

* Demonstrate how Rays of Hope Anchor Centres contribute to the long term sustainability of cancer
care through training, research and quality assurance;

» Showcase scientific and technical innovation through coordinated research projects and emerging
initiatives;

* Reflect on the national impact of Rays of Hope, including progress in addressing breast and childhood
cancers;
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* Foster strategic partnerships among governments, international organizations, development partners,
academia and industry; and

* Promote innovative financing approaches and domestic resource mobilization to support the
expansion and sustainability of cancer care services.

Tuesday, 15 September 2026
9:30-11:00

Opening session

IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi will open the Scientific Forum 2026 together with high-
level speakers. The session will examine the global cancer burden, the progress achieved under the Rays
of Hope initiative and the actions needed to expand access to life-saving cancer care. Speakers will
reflect on the role of political commitment, international cooperation and strategic investment in
strengthening cancer care systems and delivering hope to millions of patients worldwide.

11:00-11:15

Break

11:15-12:30

Session 1: The Role of Radiation Medicine

This session will explore the essential role of radiation medicine in cancer care, including diagnostic
imaging, radiotherapy and dosimetry. It will highlight clinical applications, patient outcomes, quality
and safety considerations, and the importance of ensuring access to these services as part of
comprehensive cancer care programmes.

12:30-13:30

Break

13:30-15:00

Session 2: Strengthening Access to Cancer Care

This session will examine how countries can strengthen cancer care systems through strategic planning,
gap assessments, equipment procurement, workforce development and quality management. It will
showcase experiences and lessons learned through the implementation of the Rays of Hope initiative
and discuss practical approaches to expanding access to essential cancer services.

15:00-15:30

Break

15:30-17:00

Session 3: Establishing Sustainability of Cancer Care through Anchor Centres

This session will focus on the role of Rays of Hope Anchor Centres in supporting the long term
sustainability of cancer care. It will highlight their contribution to education, training, quality assurance,
technical cooperation and regional collaboration, as well as their role in strengthening national and
regional capacities in radiation medicine.
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Wednesday, 16 September 2026
9:30-11:00
Session 4: Scientific and Technical Innovation through Research and Development

This session will explore how scientific and technical innovation contributes to advancing cancer care.
Discussions will highlight IAEA coordinated research projects, the SUNRISE initiative and other
collaborative efforts aimed at improving clinical practice, generating evidence, strengthening quality
and supporting the future development of cancer diagnosis and treatment.

11:00-11:30

Break

11:30-13:00

Closing session: The Way Forward

The closing session will feature a high-level panel reflecting on the achievements and lessons learned
under the Rays of Hope initiative and discussing priorities for the future. It will examine opportunities
to strengthen strategic partnerships, mobilize innovative financing and domestic resources, and expand
sustainable access to cancer care. The discussion will focus on how governments, international
organizations, development partners, academia and the private sector can work together to deliver on
the promise of cancer care for all.



